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Background: Gun violence in Sweden



Background: Western Europe



Background: Western Europe
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Monthly gun homicides 2017-2024
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12 month rolling average of gun homicide victims in Sweden, data from November 2016 to August 
2024. Recent months preliminary



Shootings and hand 
grenades: Strong 
spatiotemporal 
patterning



Two ”gang” neighborhoods



Shooting in neighborhood 1



Retaliation in neighborhood 2



Near repeat shooting

Predictable?



Systematic intel on high risk 
locations: Open drug markets



Systematic intel of high
risk locations: Gang areas



Predictable!
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Data sources and indicators

• Gun violence data – when and where 
• Gang area data – Systematic national 

collection of locations where criminal 
networks are active

• Drug market data – Systematic 
national collection of locations where 
drugs are sold/gangs hang out

• Will look different across Europe – but 
key is to systematically use intelligence 
to identify high risk locations



Drug-market related violence

• Systematic intel data data can be 
used for assessment of drug 
market/drug gang violence

• Magnusson (2023): 37% of 
shootings at open drug scenes 
(0.6% of area)

• Police authority (2023): 27% of 
shootings in gang areas (1.5% of 
densely populated areas) 



Questions – comments?
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