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The Scientific Committee of the 
European Monitoring Centre for 
Drugs and Drug Addiction call for a 
strengthening of global monitoring 
and evidence synthesis and a 
renewed vigour in collaborative 
efforts to expand training, 
research and the quality and 
comparability of data across 
Europe and beyond.
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Challenges

• Firstly, high-quality monitoring rests on a rigorous and a shared methodological framework

• Country-based data differs in quality and typically comes with a time lag. 

• The scientific evidence is not stronger than the data it is built on and often recommendations are 

expected sooner than confirmative evidence exist. 

• There is a risk that recommendations from the new EUDA may be caught between demands for 

quick wins and demands for increased solid assessment and recommendations, often from an 

evidence base with shortcomings.

• One example may be in the area of risk assessments.
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Challenges
Secondly, the new agency will be tasked with finding a balance between communicating the inherent 
limitations to the evidence base, next to providing meaningful recommendations for politicians and policy 
makers. 

This challenge will be even more risky in an era faced with the development of ‘alternative truths’, where 
the validity of scientific evidence is increasingly questioned. 

In line with this, one of the risks faced by the EUDA is the declining status of science in political and public 
debates. 

Looking ahead, the new scientific committee at the EUDA should actively work to build and maintain the 
public’s trust in science.

Increase the evidence literacy of the various audience groups –
policymakers, civil society including people who use drugs, their families and                              
communities, researchers and, in the process, work to improve their own                                      
communication practices.
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Personal Research Example: Massive Open Online 
Course MOOC –Sharing our learning  
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Opportunities…

As the new EUDA emerges it will be in an era of post pandemic and post truth.  The aim will be to appropriately infuse 
scientific evidence within the knowledge cycle. While acknowledging there is often only partial evidence, the agency will 
be charged with addressing deeply complex and timely social issues in a diversity of ways. The agency’s new mandate will 
open new opportunities to accomplish this. 

One of the most important of which is working with qualified civil society members in an active and balanced way.  This 
new relationship will provide a reciprocal bridge in which scientific advances can have an impact and the needs of people 
who use drugs, their families and communities are addressed.  

Opportunities will now exist for co-production approaches and new innovative methods to cojoin the rigours of 
scientific enquiry with the values, experiences, knowledge and needs of civil society. 

Opportunity for advancement in implementation practices, science literacy and meaningful impacts beyond citation 
metrics will emerge.
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Personal Research Example: Developing and evaluating  a 
co-produced anti-stigma training program 

https://stopthestigma.ie/wp-
content/uploads/2021/08/CityWide-Anti-Stigma-Training-
Report-Final.pdf



A potential way forward? Philosophies and frameworks 
underpinning data collection and analysis 

(Krug et al, 2002)

The Pair of Aces (adapted from Ellis et al, 2022)

‒ Adverse community environments, such as lack of affordable and safe 
housing, community violence, racism and discrimination, and limited 
access to social and economic mobility, create a vicious cycle that 
undermines the resilience of the tree (community). 

“Poverty is the worst form of 
violence.”

― Mahatma Gandhi
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THANK YOU

Free MOOC 
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/identifying-and-

responding-to-drug-and-alcohol-addiction
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