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Proportion (%) of boys and girls who report ever
having tried drugs, 1971 – 2022 and 2004 - 2022
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Proportion (%) of pupils who have used drugs more than 20 times, 
1989–2022 (15-16 years) and 2004–2022 (17-18 years)
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Drug-related mortality according to different indicators
per 1000 000 inhabitants
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Use of different programs and penal 
practicein drug policy in the Nordic countries

• Denmark Finland      Norway Sweden

• A drug-free society no no no yes
• Substitution treatment yes yes yes yes
• Needle provision yes yes yes yes
• Heroin prescription yes no yes no
• Drug consump. Rooms yes no yes no
• Personal use criminalized no            yes yes yes
• Blood/urin testing no no          no yes



Proportion of 15 – 64-years-old who have used cannabis in the 
Nordic countries, 1999/2000 – 2022/2023
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Theft reported to the police in the Nordic 
countries, 1980 - 2010
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Drug-related mortality in the Nordic 
countries, 1995/1996 – 2021/2022
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Control costs

• Resources and prioritisations of the criminal justice system

• Legal certainty

• Discrimination and legitimacy

• Criminal record

• Gang-related murders?
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