
• This presentation was delivered at the European Conference on Drug-Related 
Violence on 26-27 November 2024 in Brussels. The views expressed herein can in no 
way be taken to reflect the official opinion of the European Union.

26-27 
November 
2024

•European Conference on Drug-
Related Violence



TURNING THE TIDE: 
EMPOWERING 

RECOVERY AND DESISTANCE 
THROUGH COMMUNITY ACTIONS

Prof. dr. Charlotte Colman



SHOULD EVERYONE 
INVOLVED IN DRUG VIOLENCE 
BE TREATED THE SAME WAY 
BY THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE 
SYSTEM?



VULNERABLE PEOPLE INVOLVED IN 
DRUG VIOLENCE

INTERPLAY BETWEEN OFFENDING AND 
DRUG USE 
= 
INTERPLAY BETWEEN DESISTANCE AND 
RECOVERY



PERSONAL CAPITAL
SOCIAL CAPITAL
COMMUNITY CAPITAL

= RECOVERY AND DESISTANCE CAPITAL



RISKS

RE-OFFENDING

STRENGTHS

DESISTANCE/ RECOVERY

JUSTICE CAPITAL



IT IS IMPORTANT THAT PEOPLE IN 
RECOVERY ARE PART OF THE 
COMMUNITY



I WOULD HIRE SOMEONE IN 
RECOVERY OF HEROIN USE WHEN 
THAT PERSON IS SUITABLE FOR 
THE JOB



80%
34%



WHEN A SOCIETY DOES NOT BELIEVE THAT 
PEOPLE CAN CHANGE, PEOPLE WHO USE 
DRUGS AND/OR COMMIT OFFENCES ALSO STOP 
BELIEVING THAT CHANGE IS POSSIBLE

(Inspired by Maruna, 2001)





AN INCLUSIVE CITY HAS VISIBLE AND ACCESSIBLE RESOURCES TO SUPPORT RECOVERY AND DESISTANCE 
AND, THROUGH ITS EFFORTS, IT GENERATES A STRONG SENSE OF 

‘COLLECTIVE EFFICACY’

Picture: Ghent as one of the 29 Inclusive Cities



WWW.INCLUSIVECITIES.INFO



STIGMA

INCLUSIONISOLATION

SOLIDARITY



IT IS NOT AN EASY ROAD, BUT IT IS POSSIBLE

TOGETHER

THROUGH EVIDENCE-INFORMED PRACTICES, INCLUSIVE POLICIES 
AND A COMMITMENT TO COMPASSION, WE CAN NOT ONLY FACILITATE 
RECOVERY AND DESISTANCE BUT ALSO BUILD SAFER, HEALTHIER 
AND MORE CONNECTED COMMUNITIES FOR ALL

ACT, CONNECT & TURN THE TIDE
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