
Synthetic Drugs 2050

Increasing EU resilience to possible developments
in the future availability and use of synthetic drugs
in Europe by 2050

Project goals

The main aim of the project is to undertake a comprehensive and methodologically
robust foresight study on the future availability and use of synthetic drugs in Europe,
as well as its implications for health and public safety. The research focuses 
on a medium- and long-term perspective (up to 2050). The project will develop
scenarios with recommendations for policymaking, research, and practice in Europe,
framed within timelines and considering implications at both the EU 
and national levels.

Activities

Interviews
Exploring emerging phenomena and early indicators of change
related to the availability and use of synthetic drugs in Europe, 
as well as their impact on health and public safety.

Foresight workshop
Uncovering uncertainties regarding the future availability and use 
of synthetic drugs in Europe in 2050, to identify the most significant
dilemmas relating to the field that may challenge decision-makers,
and to map unexpected developments with the potential to reshape
the field.
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Delphi survey
Assessing and prioritising key trends shaping the future availability 
of synthetic drugs and use through multiple rounds of anonymous
feedback and iterative voting.

Trend disruptions workshop
Analysing key trends identified in the Delphi study to discover 
the underlying causes of change (driving factors) behind each key
trend and to explore potential disruptions to these trends, taking 
into account weak signals identified during Horizon Scanning.

Scenario workshop
Developing a set of plausible, challenging, and diverse scenarios 
to explore the future diffusion of synthetic drugs in Europe 
by 2050.

Implications workshop
Exploring the first-, second-, and third-order implications 
of synthetic drug diffusion in Europe in 2050 (as described 
in the scenarios) across different domains, including societal,
technological, economic, health, environmental, legal, 
and political.

Strategising workshop
Identifying key emerging opportunities and challenges (risks) 
for EU drugs policy stemming from the scenarios and their
anticipated implications (both direct and indirect), as well as policy
needs, and formulate recommendations and responses 
(including research and innovation priorities).
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Outcomes

Systematic review
report containing 

a list of trends,
uncertainties 

and weak signals

List of key trends,
their driving factors 

and potential 
trend disruptions

A set of at least four
scenarios of synthetic

drugs diffusion 
in the EU in 2050

Map of time-bound
implications & cause 

and effect paths

List 
of recommendations
for policy, practice 

and research

Foresight process
manual and templates,
as well as an updated

Horizon Scanning
framework
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