
Acting today,  
anticipating 
tomorrow
Illicit drug use and trafficking are global issues, 
threatening the health and security of EU citizens. 
Today’s drug situation is complex, with potent 
substances being produced, trafficked and sold 
on an unprecedented scale. The European Union 
Drugs Agency (EUDA) plays a critical role in 
responding to this phenomenon. We ensure that 
the EU is ready and able to face the challenges 
posed by the drug situation, today and in the 
future. Our work contributes to making Europe’s 
streets safer and to saving lives.

From our base in Portugal, we assist the EU 
institutions and Member States in anticipating 
and responding effectively to drug-related threats. 
We issue health and security alerts and risk 
communications, share knowledge and recommend 
evidence-based policies and actions to address 
problems efficiently. Our mission is to strengthen 
EU preparedness on drugs through four key 
functions: anticipate, alert, respond and learn.

We facilitate EU-wide knowledge exchange and 
learning to support evidence-based drug policies  
and interventions. Central to our mission is 
identifying and defining best practices and 
promoting science-based interventions and quality 
standards in areas such as prevention, treatment 
and harm reduction. Our efforts support countries 
in capacity-building and in designing and evaluating 
national strategies, policies and interventions. 
Through education, training and networks  
— such as the network of forensic and toxicological 
laboratories — we enhance professional 
competence. Additionally, we assist the European 
Commission and Member States in defining research 
priorities and shaping EU programmes for research 
and innovation.

The well-established EU Early Warning System  
on new psychoactive substances remains a key 
feature of EU preparedness on drugs. In addition, 
our new European Drug Alert System facilitates 
rapid information exchange when serious  
drug-related health, social, safety and security 
risks arise. This ensures that relevant stakeholders 
are provided with vital, time-sensitive, actionable 
information to support evidence-based responses. 
Complementing this, our European Health and 
Security Threat Assessment System enhances the 
EU’s ability to foresee and respond efficiently to 
emerging threats. Together, these systems play a 
crucial role in safeguarding public health and  
safety across the EU.

We help the EU and its Member States to 
strengthen their responses to the drug 
phenomenon and react swiftly to drug-related 
threats and alerts. Here, we provide scientific 
evidence for decision-making, such as on new 
psychoactive substances. With our tools and 
support, countries can develop early interventions 
and assess the availability and quality of their 
responses in line with the latest scientific standards. 
We assist Member States in implementing  
additional safeguards to reduce drug-related  
harms affecting EU citizens.

We anticipate future drug-related challenges,  
by identifying emerging trends and potential  
threats. Our comprehensive data sets allow for  
in-depth analysis of long-term patterns, while  
cutting-edge methods and tools, such as  
wastewater analysis, offer near real-time insights  
into the latest shifts. By building on the analysis of  
past and present trends, we are better equipped  
to assess future developments. Foresight is  
central to our work, allowing us to envision possible  
scenarios and equip EU institutions and Member  
States with the information they need to take  
forward-thinking decisions.
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EUDA network of  
national focal points
National focal points (NFPs) in the EU 
Member States, Türkiye and Norway are 
our primary data providers. Together they 
form the European Information Network on 
Drugs and Drug Addiction (Reitox network). 
This network ensures a comprehensive and 
harmonised approach to reporting on drugs 
in Europe. An integral part of the agency’s 
management structure, the NFPs are 
empowered within their countries as EUDA 
ambassadors, forming the interface with 
customers at national level.

International cooperation 
With our strong international mandate, 
we monitor global drug trends that may 
pose a threat to Europe. We cooperate 
with third countries, particularly candidate 
and potential candidates to the EU, 
accompanying them in the setting-up of 
national drug observatories and co-creating 
in the areas of data collection, threat 
assessment and early-warning systems. 
We support the EU and its Member States 
with data and analysis at multilateral drug 
policy fora and cooperate with international 
organisations in developing evidence-based 
global drug policy.

About us
Independent: We are an independent and unique 
centre of reference on drugs and drug addiction in 
Europe. 

Authoritative: We are a trusted source of 
evidence-based information and analysis, which we 
share with our customers.

Multidisciplinary: Our multicultural and 
multilingual team includes medical doctors, 
political and social scientists, statisticians, legal 
experts, chemists, criminologists, and specialists in 
communication, administration and information  
and communication technology. 

Innovative: Using an agile approach, we develop 
leading-edge indicators and pioneering methods 
to monitor and respond quickly to emerging drug 
issues. Through co-creation with our partners,  
we provide comprehensive analyses to inform  
drug policy and practice.

Facts
Established: 2 July 2024.  
Part of a network of EU decentralised agencies.

Our values:  
Scientific excellence 
Integrity and impartiality 
Efficiency and sustainability
Customer focus and service orientation

Customer-focused: We engage with a broad  
range of customers from local to global level.  
These include European and national policymakers 
and practitioners working in the drugs field, 
academics, researchers, civil society organisations, 
people affected by drug problems and their families, 
and the general public. 

European: We are committed to the core values 
of the European Union: human dignity, freedom, 
democracy, equality, rule of law and human rights. 
We believe in drug policies based on respect for 
fundamental rights. 

International: While primarily Europe-focused, we 
have a strong international role. We support the EU 
institutions in drug policy and actively engage with 
countries and organisations in other world regions. 


