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EMCDDA HCV Best Practice collection

• Purpose: To provide a collection of good practice examples to the 
EMCDDA that document and illustrate policies, prevention and care 
responses regarding hepatitis C among PWID for a thematic page on 
the EMCDDA website. 

• Output: 10 Best practice examples   

• Link this work with the EMCDDA pilot initiative to promote HCV 
testing and linkage to care for PWID

• Close coordination with the Correlation Network collation of Good 
practices



Integration with existing 
EMCDDA Best Practice portal & 
“Xchange prevention registry”







Method

• Identify criteria against which the potential Best Practice (BP) 
examples will be evaluated

• Gather background literature / descriptions of potentially suitable 
examples

• Draft short text - Framework for reporting on the BP examples � fit 
in adapted Xchange registry and ensure evaluation against criteria can 
be done

• Liaise with stakeholder(s) from each selected project (review text)

• Potential BP examples evaluated by “Expert board”



Examples of projects under consideration
1. IN-Mouraria – low threshold NGO (GAT) in Lisbon (Portugal) w strong peer-

involvement

2. HepCare – Mobile Unit, outreach testing and linkage to care, integration with TB and 
other infections (London and 3 other sites in Europe)

3. Luxembourg – continuum of care in an outreach program for intravenous drug users

4. HepCATT intervention (UK) – RCT (3 intervention and 5 control sites) of complex 
intervention to increase HCV testing in drug treatment settings

5. France – multiple projects / interventions 

6. HA-REACT – Training Manual on HIV and HCV Rapid Testing in low-threshold settings 
for PWUD

7. Italy – new guidelines for infectious diseases testing in public drug treatment services

8. Belgium – Free Clinic / Buddy system (peer involvement)

9. Czech Republic – Comprehensive Model of Care for PWID (integrated services)

10. HCV testing in needle exchange pharmacies (Scotland or London)



Request for input

• Does your country have good examples of increasing HCV testing 

and linkage to care for people who use drugs?

• � Please contact Dagmar Hedrich (Dagmar.Hedrich@emcdda.europa.eu) or 
Stine Nielsen (stine.nielsen12@gmail.com)

• Timeline: Summary of Best Practice descriptions to be submitted to 
EMCDDA by mid-November


