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European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction

         Lisbon, 4 October 1996

EMCDDA presents first Snapshot of Drugs in Europe

The proportion of the general adult population in the EU Member States who say that they have ever tried an illegal drug, typically ranges from about 5 to 8 per cent in some countries to 11 to 16 per cent in others, but among younger adults the proportion rises to 10 to 20 per cent or more. Much lower percentages admit drug use in the last 12 months:  for cannabis from 1 to about 5 per cent in adults but 5 to 15 per cent in younger groups. 

These statistics are just a taste of the data documented in the Monitoring Centre’s first Annual Report on the State of the Drugs Problem in the European Union. The Report, to be launched in Brussels on 8 October is published on the basis of existing data gathered in the course of 1995 from the Member States, EU institutions, international organisations and other partners of the Centre. It is the first in a long line of Annual Reports which, over the coming years, will aim to become a quality label for the scientific community and national and Community-level officials working on drugs and drug addiction as well as a useful resource tool for the media and the general public. The 1995 Annual Report focuses on two main points: 

1.  The nature and extent of drug use and drug-related problems in the European Union, such as patterns and trends in prevalence.

2.  The activities aimed at reducing the demand for drugs, including prevention programmes, treatment facilities and projects for specific target groups. 

This year, the Report also analyses, among others, the general organisational and operational structures in place on drugs and drug addiction in the 15 EU Member States, as well as EU action in the field, and furnishes uniform listings of all the information sources available to the 16 Focal Points of the REITOX network along with their methods and products. 

A Press Conference will be given from 12h20 on Tuesday 8 October at the Spokesman’s Service at the European Commission in Brussels.

__________________________________________________________________________________

The EMCDDA, an autonomous, decentralised European Community agency, aims to collect and analyse currently available data on the global drugs problem, in particular data relating to the demand for drugs and reduction of demand. It seeks to improve data comparison methods throughout the European Union and to provide decision-makers, professionals and the general public with reliable information on the drug phenomenon. Please contact: K. Robertson, EMCDDA. Tel: (351 1) 811 3000. Fax: (351 1) 813 17 11. Rua da Cruz de Santa Apolónia, 23-25, 1100 Lisbon.

Friday 4th October 1996

Highlights from 1995 Annual Report on the State

 of the Drugs Problem in the European Union

EMBARGO 

Not to be broadcast or published before 12h20, 8 October 1996
Dear Sir/Madam,

Please find enclosed a copy of the highlights in English of our forthcoming Annual Report on the State of the Drugs Problem in the European Union which will be launched in Brussels in pre-printed form on 8 October 1996. 

· The printed version of the Report in English will be available from the EMCDDA from 18 October.  

· The printed version of the Report in Portuguese will be presented to the Press in Portugal during a ceremony at the EMCDDA headquarters in the course of November.  

· Other language versions will follow.

Those wishing to obtain a printed copy of the Report in English may contact the EMCDDA at the address below from 18 October.

We look forward to hearing from you,

Yours faithfully,

Georges Estievenart 

Director
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