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Objective of the session
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To provide an update on recent cohorts conducted in Europe 
among drug users

To discuss their implications for public health 



Mortality cohort studies
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Helpful in:
- determining overall and cause-specific mortality rates
- estimating the excess mortality of drug users 
- detecting changing patterns in the causes of death 
- determining the impact of interventions

Limitations: 
- underestimation of the number of deaths
- results not readily generalizable to other populations of drug users
- limited study comparability

Difficulties:
- data availability
- database linkage
- costs
- privacy, laws, ethical rules, data property
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Data availability

See also http://www.emcdda.europa.eu/publications/selected-issues/mortality_en

http://www.emcdda.europa.eu/publicati
ons/emcdda-papers/mortality-among-
drug-users-in-europe_en


