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Study design

• Conducted by Liis Lemsalu, a PhD student based at NIHD

• Retrospective registry-based cohort study

• All HIV related (ICD-10 B20-B24, Z21, F02.4, O98.7, R75) national 

ID-code based healthcare data were collected from national 

databases since the database went electronic (Estonian Health 

Insurance fund since 2000, Health Board since 2010, Prisons’ 

Healthcare since 2008)

• Linked to Estonian Causes of Death Registry

• Censored at the end of 2017
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Cohort under study
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Results: causes of death
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Results: causes of death by year
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Conclusions

Accidental poisoning, mainly drug overdose has caused 29% deaths 

in the cohort

47% of DRD in 2017 were in the PLHIV cohort

Injecting drug use and HIV in Estonia are closely connected


